July 24, 2012
Kai D. Patterson
Founder
Custodial Support Foundation
110 Chestnut Ridge Road
Montvale, New Jersey 07645
Dear Mr. Patterson;
I wanted to drop you a note to personally thank you and your staff for my extraordinary
experience with the services of the Custodial Support Foundation and its Amnesty Program.
Over the past three years, my divorce story has been one nightmare after another. I had worked
in the financial services industry and my alimony and child support requirement (pre-final
judgment) was based on my income in 2010 which was guaranteed. In early 2011, my position
changed dramatically downward and in April 2011, I was laid off entirely. Since my final order
of divorce wasn’t complete until April of 2012, I was unable to file for a modification and my
arrears just continue to accrue to a level that is now above six figures.
When I tried to have my weekly obligation lowered based on my change in circumstance, I was
told that there was case law that said that I could be unemployed for 18 months before it would
be considered a change in circumstance. Anyone familiar with the job market for financial
services industry in the New York area, certainly knows that the market for these high paying
jobs have changed dramatically, but I was unable to receive a modification.
To make matters worse, since I was unable to pay the amount I owed, I was arrested in January
2012, even before final judgment in my case was rendered. I didn’t know there was even a
warrant for my arrest when I was picked up in front of my children, and put into the general jail
population for three days without access to my medication. I then was moved to the Work
Release Program where I was able to leave every day to look for work. I found a minimum wage
job and after a week was allowed release under house arrest. The house arrest sentence lasted
another two months when I was able to liquidate the last of my savings and pay the money to my
ex-wife and I was released.
The problem of course was that since I didn’t have the ability to pay the full amount of my
weekly obligation, I was still subject to being arrested at any time, which happened in July 2012
with no notice. This is when I was able to enlist the help of the Custodial Support Foundation’s
Amnesty Program. My family was willing to pay the monthly fee to help with my legal defense.
Within two days, I had a Custodial Support Foundation lawyer at my side at my next

enforcement hearing. She argued that I be allowed out of the county jail, and moved to home
confinement so that I could maintain my custody of my child, which I was unable to do while on
the Work Release Program. She was also able to achieve a 25% reduction in my condition of
release.
The next steps for me are to show that I’m indigent and show this continued incarceration is
punishment and not coercion as prescribed by the statute. After this, we plan to finally file a
change in circumstance motion with the goal of making my weekly requirement one that I may
maintain without the constant fear of being arrested and put back into jail, work release or home
confinement.
After my release into a home confinement program, I agreed to appear in the Foundation’s
Cablevision talk show dedicated to discussing issues related to noncustodial parents and child
support. I also endorsed the Custodial Support Foundation in the two talk show episodes I
appeared in to help noncustodial parents.
I am a good father, who is also the custodial parent of one (1) of my four (4) children. I believe
strongly in my responsibility to support my children, and I do not condone noncustodial parents
not providing support for their children when they can. Prior to losing my job, I did not owe
arrears against my obligations.
I strongly believe the child support system needs to establish new laws to enable noncustodial
parents, who lose their jobs, to be able to immediately receive modifications to their child
support orders. Too many noncustodial parents' future earning potentials are being damaged
with arrest records, derogatory credit reports, jail stays and ankle bracelets for the crime of being
unemployed. Although "Debtors Prisons" were abolished in this country nearly a century ago, it
is alive and well under the child support system. Nobody wins in the current child support
system that destroys a noncustodial parent's earning potential for losing their job.
I recommend the Custodial Support Foundation for both custodial and noncustodial parents that
have child support related problems. I am also going to become a Custodial Support Foundation
Advocate to assist parents with their child support issues.
Sincerely,

Ariel S.
Noncustodial Parent

